Preface

In October 1990, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT),
acting through the Maritime Administration (MARAD), sought assis-
tance from the Transportation Research Board (TRB) in identifying
landside access problems and potential solutions for general cargo
marine terminals in U.S. ports; the scope was subsequently expanded
to include bulk terminals. To conduct the study TRB convened a 19-
member committee; this committee was chosen according to National
Research Council procedures, which require that membership include
appropriate areas of expertise and a balance of points of view.

STUDY SCOPE

The study committee was charged with examining impediments to
landside access and evaluating and recommending appropriate strate-
gies to reduce those problems. As background information for the
study, DOT provided case study reports on ports throughout the
country gathered by a DOT interagency study group for this purpose
and a survey on port landside access impediments circulated by the
American Association of Port Authorities. DOT also sponsored a
workshop that brought together officials from ports and other public
agencies, private consultants, and members of the committee to dis-
cuss landside access problems and means of resolving them.